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12-YEAR-OLD BOY SCOUT HITS THE ROAD TO HELP PREVENT MALARIA

Trek 4 Nets - 100 Miles is 9 Days: A Unique Way to Celebrate 100 Years of Scouting in America

FAYETTEVILLE, North Carolina – When 12-year-old, First Class Boy Scout Nathaniel Stafford decided to do something for the 100th Anniversary of Scouting in America; he decided to celebrate by helping save lives! He put together Trek 4 Nets, a fundraising effort for Nothing But Nets, a global grassroots Malaria prevention campaign to save lives by sending long-lasting insecticide treated nets to families in Africa. “When I read that a child dies every 30 seconds from Malaria in Africa and that it could be prevented with nets through Nothing But Nets, I wanted to do something. Since it is the 100th Anniversary of Scouting and I really like scouting, I decided to put the two things together.” Stafford said. 

Sponsorship through donations to Nothing But Nets is already underway and Nathaniel’s goal is to raise $10,000. He has established a website, www.trek4nets.org and a presence on Facebook which has already begun to gain attention world-wide. During his hike Nathaniel plans to use technology to heighten awareness of Malaria, he will make daily journal entries and possibly video blogs of his progress on the route. 
On February 22, 2010 Nathaniel will embark on the 100 mile, nine day road hike through five counties in North Carolina ending in downtown Fayetteville at 5:00pm on Tuesday, March 2. The event is open for others to participate in part or if they would like they can join Nathaniel for the entire hike. Specific Rally Points have been established for the final leg of the journey. 
Boy Scouts of America partnered with Nothing But Nets on August 27, 2009 as part of a program called A Year of Celebration, A Century of Making a Difference at a workshop on Malaria in Detroit, Michigan which included Bill Gates Sr., Distinguished Eagle Scout and co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, The Honorable Dave Bing, Mayor of Detroit and Deron Washington of the NBA’s Detroit Pistons. 
For more information about Trek 4 Nets, visit www.trek4nets.org.
